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Motor City Mapping Survey



Updating the data collected in Motor City Mapping will help the city 
and people of Detroit understand where we are making progress, 
and where problems persist. Depicted below is the process Blexted 
properties will go through to make sure we are collecting the most 
accurate and valuable data possible.

BLEXTING FIELD 
SURVEY PROCESS][
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Over the next few months 
District Managers and 
community organizations will 
be holding Blexting trainings 
across the city. These will 
familiarize you with the 
Blexting application and 
survey process. Contact 
your District Manager for 
times and locations.
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You will survey properties 
by using Blexting to take a 
photograph and then answer 
a series of questions about 
the property. You will need 
to create a Blexting account 
below in order to use the app. 



Completed survey results 
will be sent to Data Driven 
Detroit for Quality Control. 
Trained QC staff will ensure 
that accurate data is 
EQNNGEVGF�KP�VJG�ƂGNF�
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Information collected via 
Blexting from all over 
the city will be collected 
in a single database, and 
presented back to the public 
via Motor City Mapping. All 
information collected via 
Blexting will public.
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$ $ $ $

Information from 24 
separate databases (ex. 
tax information, utilities, 
postal, etc)  will be utilized 
to enhance the information 
EQNNGEVGF�KP�VJG�ƂGNF�HQT�
every property in the city.
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Lets Blext!!!

- A mobile application to understand 
property information in Detroit 
!

- Explore and update condition 
information about your 
neighborhood



 
Lets Blext!!!
- In the Explore menu, your location 

is represented by the star icon. 
- Individual parcels are displayed on 

the map. 
- Clicking on the magnifying glass 

allows you to search for an address. 
- Dragging with your finger moves 

you around the map, return to your 
location by clicking on the arrow on 
the bottom left of the screen.



 
Lets Blext!!!

- Clicking on a parcel brings up an 
information panel 

!

- Information related to property 
condition can be updated using the 
“Blext Property” button 



 
The Questions

YESNO

IS THERE A STRUCTURE
ON THE SITE?

WHAT IS THE 
SITE USED 
FOR?

IS THE LOT 
IMPROVED OR 
UNIMPROVED?

A: Improved 
B: Unimproved

IS THE LOT 
MAINTAINED?

A: Yes 
B: No 

IS THERE 
DUMPING ON 
THE SITE?

A: Yes 
B: No 

A: Yes 
B: No 

A: Yes 
B: No 

WHAT IS THE CONDITION 
OF THE STRUCTURE?

A: Good 
B: Fair 
C: Poor 
D: Suggest Demolition 

OCCUPANCY

A: Occupied 
B: Unoccupied 
C: Possibly Occupied 

NUMBER OF 
UNITS

WHAT IS THE 
SITE USED 
FOR?

A: 0 [garage/shed]
B: 1 unit 
C: 2-3 units 
D: 4+ units 

IS THE SITE USED 
FOR ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING?
A: Park/Garden 
B: Parking lot 
C: Other 

IS THE STRUCTURE OPEN 
AND IN NEED OF 
BOARDING?

IS THE STRUCTURE FIRE 
DAMAGED?

CITYWIDE PARCEL SURVEY QUESTIONS

A: Residential 
B: Commercial 
C: Mixed Use 
    Residential/
    Commercial 
D: Industrial 
E: Institutional 
F: Unknown 

A: Public
B. Private
C: Unknown 

LOTS STRUCTURES- The questions from the 
Motor City Mapping 
Survey we formulated to 
provide a baseline of 
information. 

- Detailed Training will be 
conducted across the city 
with trained staff from D3 
and LOVELAND 
Technologies. 



 
The Questions

Is there a structure on the site?



 
The Questions

What is the site used for?

Mixed Use	


(Residential/Commercial)

Commercial

ResidentialIndustrial

Institutional
Unknown

Structures



 
The Questions

Number of Units?

1 Unit 2-3 Units

4+ Units0 Units	


(Garage or Shed)

Structures



 
The Questions

What is the condition of the structure?

Poor Fair

GoodSuggest Demo

Structures



 
The Questions

What is the condition of the structure?

Poor Fair

GoodSuggest Demo

Structures



 
The Questions

Is the property occupied?

Occupied UnoccupiedUnknown

Structures



 
The Questions

Is the structure open and in need of boarding?

Yes No

Structures



 
The Questions

Is the structure fire damaged?

Yes No

Structures



 
The Questions

Is there dumping on the site?

Yes No

Structures



 
The Questions

Is there a structure on the site?



 
The Questions

What is the site used for?

Public Use UnknownPrivate Use

Lots



 
The Questions

Is the lot improved or unimproved

Improved Unimproved

Lots



 
The Questions

Is the lot improved or unimproved

Improved Unimproved

Lots



 
The Questions

Is the lot maintained?

Yes No

Lots



 
The Questions

Is the lot maintained?

Yes No

Lots



 
The Questions

Is there dumping on the site?

Yes No

Lots



 
Quality Control

Blext Submitted Quality Review

Added to Database 

Rejected



The Data Explorer

What if we want to see 
occupancy in this 
neighborhood?







 
Next Steps:

- Coordinating with partners to 
set up blexting trainings 
throughout Detroit!



DATA DRIVEN DECISIONS

COLLABORATION
+


